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Abstract

Fethiye-Göcek area is among the nine coastal Specially Protected Areas (SPA) in Turkey. The pine covered hilly shores of Fethiye-Göcek SPA, with numerous coves, tiny bays and small islands, exhibit one of the most pristine and beautiful Mediterranean coastal landscapes (Fig. 1). Since the mid-80’s, the area has gained national and international publicity and as a result of the subsequent recognition, recreational and tourism activities have significantly increased. The numerous charming bays of Göcek have acquired a well-earned international fame as a paradise for boating vacations, and the town of Göcek has developed to be a yachting centre. 

At present, there exists a very low level of managerial effort for limiting the environmental impacts of boating activities in Göcek Bays. The yachts can go wherever they like without any limitation, and can stay overnight at anywhere they choose. Consequently, the uncontrolled yachting in Göcek Bays presents a growing pressure on the environment, and the coastal and marine ecosystem. On the other hand, it contributes to decreasing the quality of holidays due to congestion, noise and water pollution. 






